Bell Operating Co.; furnishing of customer premises equipment, enhanced services and cellular communications services and North American Telecommunications Association--Federal Communications Commission. Proposed rule.
The Commission has issued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking that addresses the questions of whether, following divestiture, Bell Operating Companies' offerings of enhanced services, customer premises equipment or cellular communications services should be subject to structural separation requirements and, if so, whether the degree of separation currently prescribed by Commission Rules should be modified to accommodate the effects of the BOCs' divestiture. The purpose of this proceeding is to determine whether the divestiture's structural separation of AT&T's monopoly activities and competitive activities renders the Commission's structural separation requirements unnecessary or unduly burdensome to the divested operating companies. If so, the Commission's structural separation requirements may be relaxed, eliminated or otherwise modified.